THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
hers as they walked home from the House in the early
hours of the morning. And he presented them in a
sparHing up-to-date style, nicely calculated to take
the fancy of the bright young spirits of the day. What
a comfort to find that one could be anti-revolutionary
without appearing stodgy or old-fashioned! It was
no wonder that he soon had a troop of followers. Two
of them, Ward and Huskisson, were already well-
acquainted with William. Ward was one of his regular
boon companions, a handsome young aristocrat, all
brilliance and sensibility, and the height of fashion.
Huskisson was a relation by marriage. As such he had
never appealed to William. Earnest, middle class, and
with an unfortunate habit of falling down on the most
embarrassing occasions, he was the sort of man whom
the Lambs thought a great joke. But he had a massive,
well-trained mind and an extraordinary knowledge
of finance; and when William saw him at work in
Parliament he began to conceive a great respect for
him. With such connections, William was quickly
admitted into the inner circle of the Canningites.
Once there he was captivated.
For their part the Canningites were only too pleased
to have him. In spite of his youthful contradictious-
ness, and his halting way of speaking, William's
reputation had steadily grown throughout his time in
Parliament. Indeed, his speeches were better worth
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